
Sanibel Marina. 
 
We sailed from Redfish Pass (north end of Captiva Island) down the western coast of Captiva and Sanibel, 
through the Sanibel Pass, and then to Red Marker # 2, about 1 nm along the coast after you round the point 
past the lighthouse. Turn to port to find the entrance to the Marina, which is a channel just south of a group of 
low condos just south of the bridge. The Marina is straight ahead once you enter the channel. Stay to starboard 
once you enter the channel - you will notice the shoaling on the port side. 
 
We hailed the marina on 16 and they gave us directions to our slip - a T dock past the fuel dock and Granny 
Dot’s Restaurant. However, no one was on hand to help us dock and tie up. Fortunately the marina is fairly well 
protected from the wind and current so we had no trouble turning around and sidling up to our floating dock to 
tie up. 
 
The Marina is quite small with few transient docks. There are very nice floating docks, electric and power. We 
had no trouble finding all the major networks using our cheap TV antenna. They have WiFi but the signal was 
quite weak where we were (down by the Thriller boat dock). The restaurant on site (Granny Dot’s) is expensive 
but quite good. You can rent bicycles in town and they do deliver – rates are as low as $30 per week.  The bike 
paths on the Island are extensive and well-maintained.  One can get almost anywhere on Sanibel or Captiva by 
bike.   

The lighthouse and beach are about 1 1/2 miles away, down Periwinkle Drive. About half-way there is 
Lighthouse Cafe, which has a very good breakfast. The marina staff deliver muffins and a newspaper each 
morning - a nice touch. The Marina and neighboring yacht dealer are owned by the Ireland family, which has 
quite a storied history of sailing in the area. 
 
Sanibel is 3 miles north. There are a museum and historical buildings and exhibits there, groceries, a hardware 
store (the only one on Captiva or Sanibel) a movie theater, restaurants, and other shopping. 
 
The Marina charges $20 for a pump out, which is really outrageous. However, the dockage fees are very 
reasonable compared to everything else in the area. 
 


